
THE TRELLIS

a guide to shared living



*This guide book is a brief summary of the information 
available on the internet. It aims to provide a starting
point for sustainable living. The following methods are
easy to to follow and achieve by yourself, in a cheap
and sustainable manner. While equally effective when
applied by yourself, these methods are truly powerful
when pwhen practiced in groups, having the potential to 
create a more affordable and socially conscious
way of living.
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01Shared Living

Shared living is a take on 
housing where you can share 
your living space with people of 
similar interests, intentions, and 
values. You choose to embrace 
the concept of openness and 
collaboration by coming 
totogether with like-minded 
people.
It aims to offer the perks of 
being in a community while 
maintaining your private 
spheres.
By giving an opportunity to 
pool resources together, it offers
choices that might not be 
possible to get without the help 
of others.  p.1



CCHLT

RESALE

HOMES

GROUND 
LEASE

LAND

HOMES

Made up of 
local partner 
orgs and 
people in the 
community

Home is resold 
to another 
qualified 
home-buyer at 
affordable price

not the land is 
owned by low to 
moderate income 
peopleBought by or 

donated by 
CCHLT

Built by 
CCHLT or 
developed by 
partner

03Community Land Trust

In simpler words, these are non-profit community organizations that exist 
primarily to ensure long-term housing facility for you by leasing out land on your 
behalf so that you don’t have to bear the cost of land while giving you the 
opportunity to own your house.
It removes the cost of land, which makes up the major part of a price of a home, 
thus opening up homes to more segments of population.

CLTs can even be established by 
a group of families or concerned 
citizens. p.2



03The System

Intra-city 
Network

Land 

Offering shared amenities
which make communities 
vibrant and lucrative

Communities pool
resources together

Revenue through units is
put back in CLT 

Sustaining communities 
over longer periods

CLT removes cost 
of land from the house
thus making affordable
units Community scale projects 

offer scalability and flexibility

In-house energy generation 
and food production 
provides cheap energy &
revenue 

Land is bought and
owned by Community
Land Trust (CLT)

Each house is owned/rented
by individual

Architectural Opportunity

p.3



03The System

A time-bank allows for volunteering or services in
exchange for additional amenities/facilities

Skillful users provide 
services directly to 
community or volunteer  

Time-bank is 
based on block-chain

Enables a better  hassle-free
living experience

Common spaces can be
rented outside the ‘community’

Provides additional revenue
stream for CLT

Provides employment
opportunities for tenants

Better opportunities as
‘network’ grows.
Can even transform in to 
marketplace.

Swapping goods, borrowing
or hand-me-downs decreases
financial burden

A conceptual exercise in

exploring how tenants inside

shared living spaces can

benefit the community without

involving the use of money and

relying on ideas of shared economy.

p.4



03The System

Dwellings

The dwelling unit is based on the idea of ‘incremental’ building. You can start with a smaller home, a more 
affordable choice, and build over time as your family or requirements grow. A practice that is based in 
tradition and offers more control to the residents.

The basic unit, 2 Bedroom unit The built unit, after adding two more rooms.

p.5



Resource Sharing 04

Water
Solid waste
Organic waste

Unit

Biogas

Recycling Plant

Protein
Plants

Water

Energy

Non-compost

Organic waste
through B.S.F.

Compost

Aquaponics

Kitchen Gardens

Fuel and Solar Power

Grey water
system

The outputs of your home, even your existing, 
can be used to generate resources 
for your use, without involving expensive interventions. This graph explains how waste
from a house can be recycled to achieve a desired resource. p.6



Resource Sharing 04

Coarse Filter

Grease Trap

Grey Water Treatment

Swamp Plants

Porous Rocks

Holding Tanks

Growth Beds

Water Bodies

An explanation of a basic grey water treatment system. These systems can be assembled with cheap
DIY methods and basic gardening knowledge, The internet is a great resource for this. p.7



Resource Sharing 04

Fish Tank Settling Tanks Biofilter Growth Beds

Aquaponics System

Pump

While Aquaponics sounds expensive, it can also be accomplished through DIY methods.
All you need are a couple of containers, some fish, water-filters and a pump. p.8



Waste is recycled in to biofuels

Each unit produces its own energy Excess energy is sold in to the community grid 
in return for ‘tokens’

Network of such communities
can create community-owned
energy grids

Energy

Resource Sharing 04

The idea of community owned energy grids provides an excellent way of creating affordable
energy while also maintaining sustainable practices. 

p.9



Resource Sharing 04

COMPOSTING

ARTI biogas 
system 

A simple biogas system
developed by ARTI, India.
It can easily produce 
sufficient amount of gas
in a space of 3’x3’. All from
the waste of the kitchen. 

p.10




